Persistent Graham

Ontario actor-singer lands plum role of Johnny Belinda after years of auditioning for Charlottetown Festival

BY DOUG GALLANT
Tho Guanfan

If at first you don't sueceed | | |

No one knows that better than
Stophanie Graham, the Waterloo-
born actor, dancer and singer east
this seascn in the lead role in the
Charlottetown Feetival's revival of
Johnny Belinda,

“I'vi2 wanted to come here for such
o long bime,™ CGraham said in o
recont intervew, “This is the fifth
;q:.ﬂ.r | aoditioned for the festival,

sopang to malke it into the
Company.”

And when she finally got the eall
ghe'd been waiting for from festival
artistic director Jacques Lemnay, she
wain't home.

*Jacques called Saturday
morning, but I wai out. He left a
MEAS{ O m:.-' maching, saying that
he would call sgain Monday, but he
duin't gay anything else. It was o

long weekond. | felt T'd done
'u.'n:- mt the auditions and 1 thoaght
I'd connected with Diane (director
Dinne Myland-Proctor) but you
ghould never assume you've goblen
the part until they tell you. [ woaa up
for hours Mooday morning waiting
for the call and 1 was a little
nervous,”

Grrohoen snys her stepfather know
4hn b the part bofore ahe did

o wolke up from a dream that
weekend, turned Lo my mother and
axid Stephanie’s going to
Charlottetown for the summer,”

Whan she finally got the word ghe
waa peatatie, ahe would play Belindn
MacDonnld in Belinda and Prizsy
Andrews_a small bot fun role in
Anne of Green (Gablos,

Landing the lead in Belinda was o
major plum for Graham, a graduate
of the musical theatrs performounes

am at Sheridan in

oronto, who's studied danoe with
tha Carcusel Dance Centre, BanfT
School of Fine Arts and the Notiogal

DON MCMANUS, ri
the Charlottetown

Balinda, listens to Elizabeth Ma
trays his sisler, as shoexpiains why his daughimr Bealinda,

Ballet School.
Prior to the festival, she had

already begun to make her mark in

musical theatre, appearing in

Nunsense at Theatre Brockville

and

the Bed Barmn Theatro, West Side

Skory ot Huron Country
A Chorus Line for Applouse,
nu.n and, most m:-:nli
Beanty for E:.!..-u.:q.
Hut clinda ta r'|". ity l‘|"|t'-
Graham said playing Belind
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I, who plays Black MawDanalkd in ﬁlnyud by Stephanie Graham, left, does not seem (o be

orsall. Both Mawson and M'c Manus have appearad In
previous festival productions of Johnny Belinda, one of
tho festival's most popular musicals,

Giassilen pribts by Deksm Moinrds

role, fs did Paul MeQasillan, wha
stzrs oppogite her o8 D, Jack
Davidson, the young doector who
reaches out to hor .-—. | cpens up @
whale new world for her by tenching
her Lo sign _

Both bepan to study sign
Innpuapge in T|-|'-.|1|I|- nnd Eo '.'l.'nrh! o
their respective ¢ They &
|.'-'II|-."|'_II1 I|||-.'-..'..

[ addibion, '-.-:rl"L i gaid she also
vitwed Glme that involved deal

NALDS
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gets her shot

actors like Children of n Lesser God
to 11!:|E- her gain furthor insight into
the role

Giaksam aajd |1_"|r|.|h|.': i
communicate withoutl spenking was
an incredible expericnog,

*It's boon an ineredible journey,
physically, o rr'l}tmn.ll.l_'.- and
spiribu Llfl'l It's also been
exhausting at times, because you'ne
poing throuph virtually every
emotion.”

Shie anid there were Hmes during
rehearsal when the intensity of the
pxperience brought her to tears.

ut she received a lob of
encouragement from her peers, and
things hike that helped to pet her
through

Sho BIYE she nlzo folt vor
fortunate to have Diane Nyland-
Proctor as her director beenuse she
had played the role of Belinda in the
fiztival s original production of the
mugical in 1968 and knew cxacily
what she was going through, an
what she was looking for

Likewise she felt fortunate to
have Paul MeQuillan playing Dr
Jack because she had worked with
him before and felt very comfortable
wath liim,

“Hu's a very genanmas and
supportive actoe,”

Gmaham's efforts to recreate the
roke of 1"-.-'.!r.|'|.1 haove won the hearts
of hoer audicnee and hor poiTE,

Myland-Proctor niobod she and
Lemay awditioned hundreds of
netors for Belinda

"While it wns a very oxcting
time, it was also very difficult to
find someone to be me!” Nyland-
Proctor snid, “A strong nctress and a
beautiful doncer, Stephanic was just
right. She expresses her emobions

throwgh moverment, dancing from
her vory soul. There's no question in
rw mind #hé was the nphl chiowce.”



